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glittering' baubles that the two kings loved, the
courtly dallying", the pompous ceremony, the
masques and devices to symbolise eternal amity,
were not more evanescent than the love they were
supposed to perpetuate. Katharine went through
her ceremonial part of the show as a duty, and
graciously received the visit of Francis in the
wonderful flimsy palace of wood, drapery, and
glass at Guisnes; but her heart was across the
Flemish frontier a few miles away, where her
nephew awaited the coming of the King of
England to greet him as his kinsman and
future ally. Gravelines was a poor place, but
Charles had other ways of influencing people
than by piling up gewgaws before them* A
single day of rough, hearty feasting was an
agreeable relief to Henry after the glittering
insincerity of Guisnes ; and the four days follow-
ing, in which Charles was entertained at Calais
as the guest of Henry and Katharine, made up
in prodigality for the coarseness of the Flemish
fare;* whilst Wolsey, who was already posing as
the arbitrator between all Christian potentates,
was secured to the side of the Emperor in future
by a grant of the bulk of the income from two
Spanish bishoprics, Badajoz and Palencia.
Already the two great rivals were bidding
against each other for allies, and Charles, though
his resources were less concentrated than those
of Francis, could promise most. Leo X. for his
own territorial ambition, and in fear of Luther,
rallied to the side of the Emperor, the German
1 In the Rutland Papers (Camden Society), Hall's Chronicle^ and Cam-
den's Annales full and interesting1 details will be found.